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ABSTRACT 

This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 16 
titles deal nith the following topics: adolescent reading preferences 
for type of the«e and S€x of protagonist; eipirical studies in 
response to literature; bibliographic control of Aierican literature 
froi 1920 to 1975; the depiction of Aierican Indians in recent 
children's literature; iiages of woien in the leisure reading choices 
of young people; instruments for assessing children's reading 
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training teacher assistants to use Black literature for children; 
storytelling; an interdisciplinary curricului design; Appalachian 
literature; children's response to letaphor in poetry; priiary 
pupils' book handling skills and storytelling abilities; the initial 
teaching alphabet; and children's responses to three styles of art 
used to illustrate fairy rales. (FL) 
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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed 
CO make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERTC 
system. >k>nthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts Internationa l are reviewed 
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ADO^ESCEhfT REAOrNC PRKFEHKNCKS FOR VYVZ OK 
THEME AND SEX OF PKOTAGONlSr Order No. 781^227 

BEYARD-TYLER. Karen. Ph D Aiuona State Univer^ily, 
1978 92pp 

Th« present research consisted of a study of adolescent 
preferences for type of theme tn reading materials and n sec- 
ond, sepaj ate study of preferences ioi sex of pt ot.^ont st The 
theme preference study was designed to determine 'vhether 
s^lescents prefer slories with positive, problem- solution 
themes or stories with no- solution, m negative, themes. The 
•ex preference study was desij^netl to detrimme whether ado- 
Ifscenis prefer stories wHh female pro! .igonists ot stories 
with male protagonists Preferences associated with sex of 
subject and grade level (Gr.ule.s 7, 9, and 11) uere also investi- 
gated. Analyses v^ere conducted to determine whether prefer- 
ences of subjects designated hy teachers as bent re.ulers dif- 
fered from tho«;e of other adoie^cnits 

The 576 subjects in the thrme prefer ente stuUv \vere bal- 
anced by sex and grade level (96 males and 96 femiUes p«r 
grade) across tvwo school districts Materials for assessing 
preferences were d<*vplciped usm^. story s\nopses ad^Ued from 
popular adolescent novels On each of four items, subjects 
chose between two aJternate synopsis endings, one representa- 
tive of a p'lsitivi thrme and one i cpi rscntnt i ve of a ne/alivr 
theme. 

Subjects showed stronjj prefcrmces {}> < 001) foi positive 
synopsis endings over nrs.itive rndm-cs A 3 x 2 x 2 imalysis of 
variance revealed nu sunificant effects fui gr.ide level, sex, 
or school district The preferences of best readers were simi- 
lar to those of all other renders 

The 576 subjects m the .spx pieferciuc study v.r!C also hal- 
am-ed by sex and grade level across the same two «^cliool dis- 
tricts. Materials consisted of pairs of story s%nopses 
One synopsis in each pair had a female protagonist and one had 
a male protagonist Thu5, subjects utic .islve<l to t htjosc the 
preferred synopsis from .i pair uhich varied onlv on sex of pro- 
tagonist 

Among ,Ui subjects, the i < '\ ts tut nj'nificant dificience in 
preference foi s /nopscs ith i:) ik- pi o! igonists Oi ! y nop scs 
with female protagonists However, a 3 x 2 \ 2 analysis of vari- 
ance revealed significant effects relatetl to sex of reader, fcrade 
level, and school district The significant effect for sex ifi < 
OOOl) reflected a strong overall preference for smie-sex char- 
acters -- male subjects prefeired male protagonists ,uid female 
subjects prefer r«*d female pint. ii<oni'-ts llowovei p:efrrenrc 
for female ptotagonisrs I'crrf t-,ed J>i?nifn mtly u --"ss ,tM sub- 
jects a.-* j;r «ile !^*,#»{ mr rt^a^f.^j^ Afh .-Male* n.l ' m iles 
showing a declining pre'erencC ff»r s\nop-tfS with ft-ni pro- 
l.igoniPt s 

The results indicate se\rrai nclnr-; th.it shouUI be rrtnsid- 
ered m preparing: rcadinj? m-Ueriais f«»r arloUM*ei»ls Stones 
m which .u!oIps<. cnts arp svirrt'-sful ii s'»1\imi< piohlrrtis ai e 
likely to have jtreatcr ijjpp.il thi:i stones m uhich .»d<;!rscent5 
fail, while stones with m.ii.' f>r'>t i;:onisrs jro Iikrl, Im in- 
crease in appeal an^opg bt.th srx# s utr Ifvf^l mci f^.ises 
It seems .ipprop' r»tr .n prCpi..ni: re.uliPiT malr: J 'Is !'» ar- 
commodate the pt cloi rnrrs of adjilesrt nt s f'-o p«.-»Jivp theme^ 
but for fv>ci ill /"ition pjrjvsp^ it *,rfnis k";s dr-ir ihle to 
accommodate declinmi: pre^»rrnres (<.r f' m Ue pi "t n:«»ni ^ts 
The latter preforcrrrs nn; he itlit»*d to trndilon^l .ex- 
role exi)ert'aifm<; It r, p'.^siblt* I'l.it .forit*s uhu.i r-pand 
the varict) f»f r<>lr^ for t>"fh sov,,s m iv i-sist sn b- • ^^'>ri'* do\»-n 
sex-role standards Ih U ire non-f'inrt mnal uid ff'c" 
desirable 



LITERARY EXPKRIENCP: A THEORETICAL EXAMINATION 
OF EMPIRICAL S'.ULI^S IN RESPONSE iX) LITEKATbRE 

Order No 7813489 

BILLE, Finn, Ph D Ceorg:ia State University - College of Arts 
and Sciences, 1978 SZ^pfy 

The purj)ose of this dissertation is to discover empirically 
supported generalizations concerning the literary experience 
and theit relations to literary theory and criticism To accom- 
plish this, the place of literary experience in established liter- 
ary theon IS defined, and empirical studies in lesponse to Hi- 
erature are examined These studies include descriptive rather 
than didactic research and exclude physiological, psychoanalyt- 
ical, and linguistic studies as well as studies of children's re- 
sponses Dealing piimartlv with complete texts and complex 
responses, the included studies ranjre from earl) efforts such 
as I A Richards* Practical Cr itici.sm of 1929 to studies of the 
I960 s and the earlv 1970 s. including the work of Cunnar Hans- 
son Placed within the fiamewoik of literary and psycholo^cal 
theory, the studies are treated in groups of general studies and 
studies dealing with petception and cognition of literature, im- 
agery, textual variables in reader response, sequential patterns 
of Uterar> experiences, individual differences of readers, and 
extra-textual influences These studies are described, analyzed, 
and evaluated from a literary point of mcw with special attention 
to their literary assumptions and implications, experimental de- 
sign, and tech.uques such as introspection, Semantic Differential 
scales, and content analysis The most important invalidating 
faults of these studies are prescriptive biases and inadequate 
attention to theory, experimental design, and to earlier re- 
search. Because of these problems, the results do not allow 
confident inferences about the psychological experience of lit- 
erature. However, they do show that statements of literary 
criticism Implicating the reader's response may be supported 
or falsified by empirical evidence These results also allow 
the formulation of the general hypotheses of Idiosyncrasy of 
literary experience, of Congruence between elements of the 
experience, of Cognitive Styles of readers, and of the reader's 
typical Sequential Exploration of his experience Intensified In- 
terdisciplinary research and international cooperation are rec- 
ommended to test these and other hypotheses Finally, implica- 
tions for an experiential literary criticism are sketched. 



THE BiniJOGRAPHIC CONTUOl OI AMIRICxN ! FT ERA- 
TURE 1920- 197''* Oidri r,» 781SIO0 

nnEVNi. Vitr» ,Iospph, Th iJ Michi.nii Strdc U.'k ci bitv , 1978 
2l3pp 

The es«i,iy !i art's the ^'.rouili and dcvcl»»l)i.nnt '.f the biblio- 
innphic control of Anirric.m belles - lettrr «, fi om K'/O th i o\igli 
I97'> As Mich, tt rxaniinc:. the ninn/ hi 1)1 !n^;r a f.'iic studies 
\\hich list and 'or df»scnbc thr rovrls. short ^toji"^, pocn'S. 
nnd y]A^s Th'* bitjl.jif.rnphic sludir which rnrwrU of bibltog- 
riphics. Inltlui^'i .iph.r essays, cnll^Ttinns , ind rnitlnMojiies, 
idrntifv :» -.leit tnaii> l»clU s - Irtt rc s titb* • pubhshv-tl in thr* 
United State*, brtucf-n tfic 17th rtntiirv thi «Mi}'h \:\r> rM\y >cars 
of the 1 97 11 

The dissert;ition is divided »nto Lhi ce po'-iods 1920-1939. 
1940-59, nnd rif»0-l'l7S The disc u'.si'.n in r.iCh penod beglnj, 
with nattrmal Uibl npt^f^.s in fictinn, pff^ti). and drama and 
continues with biblioprnpli jr studies nn t?ie regional. State, and 
local level Hibl i««gr*iphii'^ of luimnr nnd .luthor biblio^aphies 
follow In that f»rdrr 
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The well-known comprehensive bibho^aphies \n American 
literature, namely, those m the Cambridy^e History oi Am»rican 
Literature , the bibliogi aphv vnlum^s of the Literary Htstory of 
the United States , and the Hiblio^.iph) of American Literature 
(19S4 to date) ^re landmarks in the annaU American bibUog- 
raphy The bibliographies of fiction by L>le Wri^fht and 
R. Glenn Wright are also outstanding achievements The 
Brown University Dictionary Catalog of American Poetry and 
Plays (13 vols 1S72), Arthur H. Quinn's lists of plays in his 
histories of American drnnui {1923, 1927, and revisions), and 
the Oxiord Companion to Atnencan Literature (19«*1 and revi- 
sloniyare other noteworthy titles that go far in preserving the 
Identity of the American liter.iry iMa'^^mation 

The four mijor regions of li e couotr> have done some gCM>d 
bibliojfraphic work Jay B Htibbell':* The South in Amurlcan 
Literature 1607-1900 (l95l), Mnbtl Major and Thomas PeiiCe's 
South we St 1 !e r itii cd l'J72), and Auln S Hartin's disser- 

tation "The Southeaster a bntted Statomthe Novel through l950* 
^University of Micluuan, 1957) arc val^iable for bibliop-aphlc 
information and tift literary hist«»iv 

Many states h.nedeM lOud tin n littiaturt m bibhograpliiei 
and blbllo^raph^c tssay> Kentucky, North Caiolina, lo'va, Indi- 
ana, Missouri, Califj>inia. Ohio, MicMuran, and »vlaryi.ind arv 
among the «ititt s 'Alniti h,r, e dm^c si«;tMfi<, inl bibliographic work 
To cUe Rictiard l->anta'» Ird'.ia.i Autlmrb :ind Then Duoks 1910 ~ 
1916. Donald Tl^onipbOn's supplemental) volurrw (1974), Wii- 
Tiam S Po ^U'-j N >i(h Cu >>!n-i t } utton 1734-1907 (1058), 
John T Fi I'doi u T's cssa, s wi Paln npsist on lov»a fiction, and 
William Co>le's Ohio Au'. t. n s an d '\U vi\ i'>o*>ks (1062) uould be 
to give only a fjvw of the n .tny useful title-. loi st'uknt^ uho 
are studvin^: the literature of individual states Statr htvrar> 
collections arc important sources fo: titles, autiiors, md bio- 
graphical sketches Thest ' vi r cunjp:U'd m « : cat numbers 
by poetry soti«^tie>, p 't^t*', *t.ul utttt i s j.itcj esU -l in the cul- 
tural life of thfir lespectivt '-Lttcs 

A ver> lii 'i:e part of the biblio^^r.tplnt control m American 
literature is conLoned m author bihho«;jpphte*i Tljev apjieared 
in periotiic.ils, hi t'^iaphT',, and sf-pai »te Ixioks Most of th'? 
well-kno\ui authors tiul a threat many of the minor vvrjt^rs have 
b^en covered t»v bil»lio,:raph!f's that aim to be co^^plct'? or vrry 
nearly so httth'''^rapiif' i w.i U .'s Thona^ I Cuirjei, 
Donald C Cahup, WtUiani Whitr, Dtn ♦•tl'V H Russo, .ind Mat- 
thew J Druccoti ta\e bceij anH>nv; the mo^t dUtjont compilers 
oi author bibliographies 

The fourth chapter revi- .sfs senile of tlic nia)or cffi^rts to 
achieve bildintcr ,iphic control for American be!l**s-lcttrcs and 
makes several sui;«;cstions for more a.id tieller biblioicra))hles 

The essay js followed 1»> tlu '^e apnendsces, each one listinii 
all the titl'-'^ in thf ttirf «• pi i ^rm il f h^pipi «» .-/.d a(if1ir»t many 
r»t>*'r titl , .hjhi.Mi, • • '.i!^!n ♦•''J I r t.l . i,l i - s-»a r( h 
Thedjs'''rt '' m ( .1 .5h . i - ij« j .h Chi-l 

sources f'>r the titU ^ and .i '.h^.i t hsl -^i ' r.i.irv t(adjf\;;s 



Procedures 

Two coders and the Investigator each read all of the chil- 
dren's t>ooks selected and analyzed them through the employ- 
ment of the Katz and Braly List of Verbal Stereotypes and a 
modification o( the Bcrelson and Salter Technique The Katz 
and Braly List consists of eighty -four terms which are de- 
signed to determine the existence of stereotypes of ethnic 
groups and individuals The two coders who assisted In this 
Investigation I) were experienced elementary school teachers. 
2) were nOn-Indlan, and 3) had utilized children's trade tK>okB 
In their classroom instruction. 

The coders were provided orientation sessions to apprise 
them of their purpose and place In the s^dy. Throughout the 
duration of the Investl^tlon. sessions were conducted for the 
purpose o( exchanging books, responding to questions and 
listening to comments. The purpose for tnelr assistance in 
the study waa explained to the coders, but the purpose for the 
study waa not explained. 

Books used m the investigation wrre randomly selected. 
Twenty t>ooka were analyzed m this study. 

Two units of analysis were employed. Major and minor 
characters In the books were treated in the first unit, consist- 
ing of two sections. The first section consists of the coding of 
seren characteristics of each character, the second section 
utilizes the Katz and Braly List of Verbal Stereotypes. The 
seyen characteristics follow* a) role-m -the -story , b) physical 
traits, c) status position, d) social origin, e) personality 
traits, f) goals, g) plus-minus position. Coders were provided 
space On the first unit to indicate Katz and Braly stereotypes 
which they felt appropriately described the characters t>eing 
analyzed, 

Analysis of concepts in the stories was the major purpose 
of the second unit Coders categorized concefits as being "Im- 
plicit" or •explicit" The coders' descriptions were based 
upon the plot of the story The statements of concepts found m 
the stories were documented whpn •explicit", but were not 
when "implicit" 

Totals of responses were transferred to Master Tally 
Sheets which were used to provide a clearer picture of the re- 
sults From these sheets were designed more specific charts 
and from these charts a summary, findings, conclusions and 
recommendations were developed 

Conclusions 

1) American Indians In children's literature published be- 
tween 1963 an.' 1973 are generally depicted very positively and 
In a dignified fashion. Although stereotypes remain, the most 
predominant Ones are complimentary in nature 2) Authors 
and publishing companies since 1963 have provided the public 
with an abundance of excellent noteworthy children's fictional 
literature about American Indians. 



CHARACTERISrtCS AND CONCEPTS OF AMERICAN INDI- 
ANS IN CHILDHEN'S FlCTtONA!. LITKRATURF PUnLISHFD 
BETWEEN 1963 AND 1973 Order No 7«12259 

BROWN. Richard Wilham Kd.D Trmplp Unuersity. 1978 
I44pp 

Stat ement of th e Prohlem 

It was the purpose of this .*5tudv to an,-ilv7e the ch.irnctens 
tics and concepts of the American Indt.m portrayed in chil- 
dren's fictional literature published between tD63 .«hd 1^73 
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IMAGES OF WOMfN IN THI LMMHU READING CHOICES 
OF YOUNG PtOPLF Order No 7813548 

HEARN, Pnniel:^ Hindman, Ph D Southern llhnois University 
at Carbondnlc, 1978 133pp Major Profc<i^.ors Dr Harry G 
Miller and Dr ,lcv(,ell A Friend 

In recent >car?; the liteialurc prcfrrred by secondary and 
College students has become more realistic, and formerly tatx>0 
Subjects such as death, insanity, out-of-wedlock pregnancy, 
abortion, and the drug culture are discussed oi')€rtly and with 
candor Hut how much change has there hcen in traditional sex 
role stereotyping'^ Are heroines still identified mainly through 
relation«;hip«; wit.i mi.ei/' Do they think 'erij^s'^ about pre- 
paring for thesr futures'' If they l>rrak nocirty's rules, how 
are they punished'' Arc the heroes stcreotypically deflnad In 
terms of physical strength and/or athletic ability? Arc they 
expected, )ust because they are males, to be more serious stu- 
dents than females'' What images of men and womfn do yOung 

C 



readers absorb from their literature, and how might the aj- 
samptions inherent In the literature lfi/luenc*» the younjj read- 
era' sell-image and future aspirations'^ This study attempts 
to answer these and related questionh, focusing on sex role 
stereotyping in general and on the images of women in partic - 
ular. 

The twenty -six books analyzed here were i»elected on the 
basis of seven recent studies {1973-77) of what youn^; people 
are choosing for their leisure reading In addition to these 
twenty-six books, which include Love ^'tory. The Ou tsider 8, 
The Catcher m the Rye, Slaughter -Hous e Five, Mv Darling, 
My Hamburger, and One Fle w Over the Cuckoo's Nest, many 
other selections are included in the discussion whenever they 
are relevant 

The selected k>ooks are approached theniaticaily . chapter 
One deals with quests, chapter two with crises, chapter three 
with alienation, and chapter four with mainage 

Some of the impressions which emerge fruin this study are 
that male protagonists and narrators dominate the literature 
and that male characters en}oy grcatei freedom of mobility 
than do female characters, that female readers will find few 
models to follow in any kind of search for identity, that female 
crises tend to t>e limited to insamtv, unwanted pregnancy, and 
abortion, that females are almos*t never portrayed as alienated 
indliriduals, that the novels dealing with young penpU who marry 
offer few new models for life style or sex roles, that generally, 
mothers are less sympathetically portraved than fathers, and 
that though some popular authors such as Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 
satirise sex stereotyping, others such as Ken Kesey present 
conflict in terms of a sexual battle between castrating women 
and men who must discover their strength m terms of sexuality. 

This study concludes that classroom teachers should iden- 
tify the books their students are actually reading, read them 
carefully, and then assign or recommend selections which chal- 
lenge the standard stereotypical characters and situations 



ASSESSING CHILDREN S READING INTERESTS A METH- 
ODOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE HELL^BILITY AND COM- 
PARABILITY OF INSTRUMENTS WITH DIFFERING RE- 
SPONSE FORMATS Order No 7813909 

JOELS, Agnes Rose Webb. Ph.D. The University of Arizona, 
1978. I23pp. Director Wilbur S. Ames 

The purpose of the study wns to investigate four instruments 
used in assessing children's reading interests The reliability, 
comparability, and time requirement of each instrument were 
examined. 

SUinuU on the instruments were items selected from a com- 
mon fictitious annotated titles inventory The inventory con- 
sisted of six titles representing cich of *.ix interest categories 
The instruments employed differing response forni.its of paired 
comparison, multiple rank ordei, single rank order, and scale. 

Parallel forms of each instrument we^e developed Cnntbi- 
natiOns of parallel forms were administered and provided data 
relative to the parallel-form reliability, internal consistency. 
2nd time requirement of each of the four instruments Combi- 
nations of differing response form.^ts wpr*- adniinistered And 
provided data relative to the roinparabtlity of tlie instruments 

Analysis of the data was bnsed on the respnn.ses of 1200 
fifth-f rade students enrolled in six public school districts lo- 
cated in four southeastern states, t^arh of the parallel-form or 
alternate format combinatjon'» w.is administered to 120 students 

Fmctinijs 

1. The estimates of parall*»l -f orm r*'liahilitv and internal 
consistency were both highe'st for the irale responsp format 
and were both lowest for the single rank - rder Differences 
*ere not, Kovevfe,-, : tatistical ly signJic*,it. The levels of re- 
liability wf re considered accept ible in as«e«sing affective fac- 

er|c 



tors. 2. Data yielded by paired comparison, multiple rank or- 
der, and single ranX order .nstrun^ents are more comparable 
to each other th;in to data yielded by the scale response format. 
However, all response formats appeared to be measuring much 
of the sanie factor. The con^parability data were not able to be 
tested for significance because certain stated assumptions could 
not t>e met. 3. Administration time for paired comparisons 
was longest while administration Ume for single rank order 
was shortest. All time differences were statisUcally signifi- 
cant with the exception of the comparison t>etween multiple rank 
Older and scale response formats. 

Conclusions 

In the assessment of children's reading interests/prefer- 
ences, I. There are several equally reliable response formats 
available. 2. Different response formats do not necessarily 
yield equally comparable results. 3. Different response for- 
mats vary in administration time. 

Implications 

The choice of a response format should be based on the re- 
*»e.irch goals and theoretical and practical considerations. Data 
>ielded by paired comparison, multiple rank order, and single 
rank order are ipsative and can Only be used for I nt r a Individual 
con^parisons Preferences are assessed by these formats, -it 
genuine Interest is not necessarily shown by the responses. 
Practical considerations limit the expansion of paired compari- 
son and single rank order response formats to include a wider 
range of categories and/or number of titles. 

Scale response format yields normative data and may be 
used for intraindividual and interindmdual comparisons. Tt\e 
scale reveals an interest intensity not shown ou the Other in- 
struments. For most students scale response format will ade- 
quately assess preferences and interests over a large number 
of stimuli. However, i{ students restrict responses to a narrow 
range on the scale, multiple rank order response format would 
l>e a more suitable alternative for determining reading prefer- 
ences 



PHIMP l.XKKfN'S POKTRY AN ^N^:YSTS AND A 
CURRICULUM OrJrr No 7812159 

KELLY, Philip Hopn. O A C.^rnejM'- M*-":!"" Unuctsltv, 
1977 207pp 

Although critt{ s c.)nsi*;tcntl; <irt l.iiiu Philip l..u'V ;n One of 
the best poot<; m Kr.i:l.ind torlij icsixuiscs to h\s work langc 
widely 1 hf diver^^( nrr of Liitunl i>;ji.n<>n n^iy k^d (>nc ti» nils- 
perceive the pcrsomt* (h.M enicijio ii^ l.ii kin's woik. My thesis 
is that each of the vohin^r^ of LiiMu's ptictry ctca'Cs a dis- 
tinct pcrs(»n.i f*iffcirnt from c.irh of th<' ntlioi pci •itjme 

To ch.i f ,icl ff i/f th(.sr jjr i sun lO, ! rc;Mnl e.ich {xtdm as a 
brief di':^ m itit scene c ompi tji^d of the f,peaKc r , an .ludlence. 
and a stimulus. In using surh an approach I wis not concerned 
with the poet's personal seU. Cer'ainly there is potential for 
verifying the connection between the ^speaker and Larkln, Such 
points of connection have some value in biographical studies. 
But Such was not my concern. Rather my concern was with 
characterizing the persona that emerges in each of Larkin's 
four volumes. 

Each poem has a persona; I would sutticest that each volume 
insofar as it is a structured composKion .ilso develops a per- 
sona. The persona Is the cumulative effect of all the poems 
in a volume Larkln's output consists of ^our volumes. In ana- 
lyzing these four volumes, I regard ihe persona that develops 
in each as distinct from and independent of thf other three 
There are some threads of common traits that they all share, 
but rather than thinking of the Larkin persona as one speaker 
who simply sh(»ws us a different quarter profile in each volume, 
I regard each persona as different from the other. 



In Th» North Ship (1945), the dominant Impression of th« 
ptraooa that emer«:es thruu^ the poems Is that of a generally 
unh&ppy pAi'SOn, one quite conscioi -» of himself as a poet iso* 
Uted Iroin the world. On reading the volume une has the Im- 
pr«Mlon of watching a stereotypical poet at work. He draws 
att«nlloo to hU role by relying on poet tc is ma The relian're on 
a common stock of poetic expressions often results in the 
■p«Aker addressing unpeopled landscapes and lesponding to 
nebulous stimuli. The Less Deeeivt^d (1955), liuwevei . pre- 
sents a more specifically rincd persuna rcsoondin*^ to con- 
crete stlmuii The speaker here is more often thxT not a young, 
unmarried man, clearly and often painfuily aware of the nega- 
tive ramifications of his single slate Each popn\ has its own 
specific audience that often interacts with the speaker The 
settings are the world around uf . his talk is the Lm^cuage of 
man. He is a dynamic person cunsc."..5ly shapmi: his life 
thro«igh his choices In The WhUiun Witlduu^s (196**), the per- 
sona is usually other-or lenli'd. He is pase beinwj concerned for 
the course his life will take, for that course is set Freed from 
such internal concerns^ he is .ible to step back from his indi- 
vidual traumas often enouw^h to see the world uutside, a world 
he feels is too often built on false hopes .itiU deceptive illusions 
High Windows (1074) rreatt-s a persona t{\it has come to terms 
with the world around hnn The woi Id huUis fe.v illusions for 
him; in place of these illusions he sees profound importance 
In our seemingly petty activities The speaker sees U^e and 
the separate activities as p:.rt of a patte;n The life patterns 
are at the heart of High Window s. 

> sifcnificant part of the dissertalu^n is a ru-rjculum sec- 
tion that applie:; the cuncepts at the h^^.iit of the forei<oing anal- 
ysis (poetry as discourse, the intt^nt^ of a volume as a vol- 
ume, and the Individual identity of the emergent persona) to the 
tea^:hing of an introductory course m the appreciation of po- 
etry for college students. 



the primary objective These prellniuiary sections suggest 
that the modal/generic approach is the most literary of the 
four, the one most capable of inte^^rating the major concerns, 
and the one best suited to a study of the literature as a meanj 
toward literary understanding and appreciation, since it lo- 
cales the major emphasis in form and torm.il analysis and thus 
provides a baSis for a formal histtn v of the litcntvire. a gen- 
erally retugnized minor objective of the course- Chapter Two 
further validates the modal ^generic approach through an his- 
torical and descriptive treatment of its use in ^his country 
from the lB90*s through the 196C's Chapter 'Ihrec marshals 
strong Support from influential critics for the method and spe- 
cifies the orpanization of literary selections under three 
modes Iht narrative, lyrical, and dramatic, each of which 
IS to be oi[:anized and treated hlsloiually, in order to incor- 
porate the advantages of the approach by literary periods. The 
chapter shows form to be the common referent that gives mean- 
ing, cotier**nce and continuity to the course. It also suggests 
certain pedagogical advantages of the method in terms of a 
clear reiatlon of means to ends Chapter Four presents t 
model curriculum and course design based on the approach, 
with day-to-day discussions of selections and teaching meth- 
ods The chapter shows various ways in which the organizing 
principle incorporates desirable features of the three other ap- 
proaches mentioned above and integrates the course materials 
in distinctively literary ways The chapter further sets forth 
t;»e pedago^nral advantages tliat deri\e froi * tae modal/gonerlc 
niothod of or^mnization and ireitmr-it of the course materials. 

The study concludes that wh:le each approach can claim 
certain advaiUages , the modal/generic approach appears to 
have significant advantages over the others in terms of Its po- 
tential for integrating the course materials and for treating 
them In the most significantly literary manner 



A RATfONALe: \ND COUR5E DESIGN FOR TlH: 

ENGLISH LlTha-VrURE S'JKVKY [U.U WLLF in 

THE MID-£:iGHTEENTH CENTURY^ Order .No 7aload3 

KUNKEL, Glenn Everett, D A, The Catholic Univei sity of 
America. 197B U3pp 

Throughout its history the Survey coui';p h i <. hf*en rc*i^.iided 
by some English departments as v^nteai hable and by i.^u^t others 
as only marpnally successful The most often st it^-d prln\ary 
objective, that i f providing ^ h.isiL litei.iry undersf iruiin? and 
appreciation, has been commonly frnstrat^'d hv t!,p lat k of an 
organizing pilnciple that would to a rrfMl c\ti"\t «|)frity and 
unify the literary selections and b ckground mitenals \r\ a 
manner that is distinctively literary and that nn.o.ds w\th a 
sound pe<iat^ogy. The nCfd has lon^; existed in L!a>ilish df^pait- 
ments for the apprehension of such a principle, om: that would 
specify Simultaneously the selettion, nr^ani^'ation j^nd lM,\t- 
ment of litrrary texts md historical . hiogr iphital and other 
background concerns P';scntnl to memingful literary study so 
that the various elements of the course would run on Integrated, 
not merely parallel trark.s, mutually supporting and illuminat- 
ing one another i.s they point to\vtird lealization of the ma)or 
course objective This study has found such an organizing prin- 
ciple in the concept of literary modes and genres It demon- 
strates the strong support of b^lh hlnaiy theory and critical 
practice enjoyed by the principle while treating c^f It theoreti- 
cally, descriptively, evaluatlvcly and historically in order to 
validate it as a t^isls for rhe c\irru\jhtm and cour.se design 
The InlrodutUon and Chapter One identify and comi>ara- 
'ely evalua'r the four most commonly lernqnized approachss 
•o the Survey by Masterpieces, by Major Authors, by Literary 
. eriods and hy Modes and Genres, tn terms of their objec - 
fives . meaner of oigamzation and eniphasis ( l\.ipler On© con- 
cludes that the best approach would be one that incorporates 
thf most sirnlfi'tantly litcrar^ features of \hr ff,ni ipproaches 
and best InJeynte.s the murse mat. -mis as tb.tv ^>oin* t-^ward 

o 
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A MODULE TO TRAIN TEACHER ASSISTANTS TO USE 
BLACK LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN Order No, 7813479 

LANIER, Patricia Ray, Ed.D. Yeshiva University, 1978. 208pp, 

The purpose of the study was to develop and test the effec- 
tiveness of a competency-based instructional modole to train 
paraprofessional teacher assistants to use children's literature 
that Incorporates the Black Experience, The researcher sought 
to determine whether the competency-based method would train 
teacher assistants as effectively as traditional methoos. 

The instructional module used in the study was developed by 
the investigator and critiqued Ijy a six-member Advisory Panel 
prior to Its use in the study. The module consisted of eight 
competencies stated sn behavioral terr , suggested learning 
behaviors, knowleoge criterion behaviors, pre- and post-com- 
petency assessment procedures and procedures to be followed 
in the case of non-attainment of Criterion behaviors. 

The study was conducted during the last six weeks of the 
Spring 1977 semester at a n^etropolitan Community college. The 
40 subjects, 20 in each group, were studentc enrolled in methods 
courses for leaching reading to primary and elementary school 
pupils. The sample was almost entirely American Black or En- 
glish- or Spanish-speaking Caribbean and female of the 40 stu- 
dents Involved there were one White American and one male. 

The three theoretical hypotheses stated that Ih.ere would be 
no significant differences m performance and attainment be- 
tween the experimental group (subjects using the competency- 
based Instructional module) and the control group (subjects 
studying the same material in a lecture-discussion class) with 
regard to 1) the mean scores for the combined and indlrldual 
posttests 2) the number of attempts to rrach criterion on the 
combined and individual posttests and 3) the achievement of 
criterion on the combined and individual knowledge criterion 
behaviors Each theoretical hypothesis was tested by a series 
of operational hypotheses. 
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At the end of the six-week period the results obtained w«re 
uialsrxMl and it was found that of the 21 operational hypotheses 
tested (7 for eac^ theoretical hypothesis) nine were rejected 
(at the .05 level of confidence or better) indicating a slgnlllcant 
difference In favor of the control group. Four of the operational 
hypotheses rejected tested theoretical hypothesis I, five -theo- 
retical hypothesis 2; all operational hypotheses which tested the 
third theoretical hypothesis failed to be rejected. 

This study concluded that 1) the experimental subjects were 
less able to master the content of the n\odule than the control 
subjects, 2) the C6TE Instructional setting was not conducive 
to efficient and productive work habits, and therefore minimal 
structures should be provided, 3) the modular design, in order 
to be effective, must take Into account the capacity and exper- 
ience o( the students and the time available, and 4) the preas- 
sessment measures {the pretest) based only on knowledge of 
the competencies is inadequate. 

It is recommended that additional research be conducted to 
determine I) the nature of the abilities, both cognitive and al- 
fective, that a student needs to use a competency -based instruc- 
tional module successfully, 2) how such abilities can be acquired, 
^) what, if ary, teacher characteristics, atUtudes and skills af- 
fect the Successful use of the module, and how they can be ac- 
quired; 4) the variations, if any, found between different socio- 
economic groups of teachers and students, 5) the efficacy of 
the CBTE method in developing practical teaching skills, 6) the 
relative value of using the modular approach over varying pe- 
riods of time, and 7) whether the use of children's literature 
that reflects the Black Experience has a beneficial effect on the 
reading achievement and self-concept of Black children 



STORYTELUNC; AMOSC SCHOOLCHILDREN A FOLKLOR- 
ISTIC INTERPUET'\TIO\' Order No 7816324 

LEVITT, Andrew, Ph I) Universit> of P*'nnsy Iv.una, 1978, 
398pp. Supervisor H r b ir.i KirshenbLUt -Guublelt 

This study 1*^ :in intfprt't itio*i of the nieaniiic of ^storytelling 
as a social uctiiMt> OP,i^L'd b_y cliildren U takos ai, ils tasks 
to identify evaluative kcyinijs in storytelling as explicit and 
implicit instructions piven for interpretation of what is happen- 
ing, to distinguish the interpretive fram»*s gcner.dod for story- 
telling, and to analyze the nature of social integration during 
storytelling sesMons in which children tell stories to each 
other. The data for analysis are drawn from fieldwork carried 
out ajnong children in grades four through sjx in one elemen- 
lAry school in New Haven. During one- and two -hour sessions 
In the classroom, the children were asked by the researcher, 
who waj not their teacher, to tell stories to each other. The 
series of stones and conversations that ensued were recorded. 
The Interpretation of these materials combines stylistic and 
interaction analysis In interpretation of the storytelling, three 
sets of dra^maturgic relationships arc distinguished (l) rela- 
tionships between animators and figures animated, (2) relation- 
ships between speakers and listeners, and (3) relationships be- 
tween In-group and out-group. The relationships brt\»e©n 
animators and figures animated are considered in tcrni«: of 
types of identification ( I) identity, in which the animators re- 
late to the figures as representations of themselves, (2) fan- 
tasy, in which the animators relate to fictr.e figures a«^ their 
possessions, (3) justification, in which the animators rcLite 
ambivalently to the figures and attempt to rationalize or dis- 
possess them, (4) enilxjdiment, in which the aninuitoi s i elate 
to the fi(^res by speaking for Ihein, (S) role id'^'ititicati'jn, in 
which the animators reUte to fictivc figures a*, their (mn per- 
son&e. The relationship.s between spf^akers and lisl'^nor^ arc 
considered in terms of t>'pes of presentatmnal frames (!) tcpiC 
Sharing, in which storytelUng coi roborate.s \rtifH'^ a topic 
of general intere««t, (2) twice-told talos, in which an ambiguity 
is sustained in the frame as oSCill.xtion between perform a/icc 
and report, (3) jokes and scares, in which slnr\tcllin': t-nipha- 
Sizes thp devcU>pnient of suspense anrl antictpitmn and Cf)nc*»n- 
traf^s on delivering th*» final result of laughter oi surp-i-.e, 

ERIC 9 



(4) contest, iii which storytelling is turned into a game to see 
who can toll the longest story, (5) theatrical porforniance, in 
which storytellers endeavor to evoke- response not limited to 
suspense and anticipation of the end result of laughter or sur- 
prise or etiuivocated by an effort to repeat precisely something 
tJiat has been told before. The relationships between in-group 
and out-group are considered in tei nis of type.s of social inte- 
gration (1) collusion, in which integration is based on mutual 
encouragement and a sense of protection from outside intru- 
sion, (2) exoteric stereotyping, in which integration is based 
on irreverence and mockery of those outside the group. These 
three sets of relationships are concluded to embody three prin- 
ciples of generic determination for tlie esiabiisn»(ient of focus 
of involvement or commitment, distribution of participation or 
responsibility, and attribution of authority or right in the inter- 
action. Considered with regard to the principles for the generic 
distinction of storytelling acts in interaction, performance is 
understood both as a fulfillment of those genres defined by the 
assumption of responsibility to the audience and as potentiality 
for the introduction of novelty into intei action. 



TWENTIETM CENTURY AMERICAN PAINTING COORDINATED 
WITH THE STUDY OF POETRY AND DR,\MA: AN INNOVA- 
TIVE CURRICULUM FOR THE SECONDARY SCHOOL LEVEL 

Order No, 78M999 

MUTCHLER, Bessie lone, Ph D University of Maryland. 1977 
346pp Supervisor Dr Edward L I.ongley 

A primary concern, m this empirical study, is the need for 
familiarizing school students with contributions in the arts 
made by Americans The vehicle chos'.*n for that purpose is an 
organized curriculum package on American art that coordinates 
the study of painting, pottry, and drama The curriculum ma- 
terial, arranged in eight inits with thematic titles, concen- 
trates on the work of Indl *idual artists, poets, and playwrights 
for each decade of the twentieth century 

It is the assumption of this study that the development of an 
awareness of American art coordinated with American poetry 
and drama is a viable objective for secondary education. Amer- 
ican art heritage has received little emphasis in secondary 
education, due partly to the lack of appropriate text material 
designed for the secondary reading and comprehension level. 
To provide a broad base of potential use in secondary educa- 
tion, the text was written for the ninth grade reading level. 
Lengths of sentences and the number of multi -syllabic words 
were limited to conform to reading skills of the entering high 
school freshman. 

The Curriculum is arranged chronologically. Each of the 
eight units contains background information on two artists with 
poetry and drama supplements The excerpts illustrate the 
relationship between art and literature Within the content of 
each thematic unit of the curriculum package, two painters, a 
poet and a playwright present indmduahstic approaches to 
communicating ideas, attitudes, and \i3ions The thematic 
categories focus attention on the similarities and differences 
between the \isual and verbal means of expression 

This empirical study has a two-fukl purpose, the first, to 
investigate tinrt substantiate the need for art history curriculum 
material designed for the secondary school reading level, the 
second, to provide an innovative curriculum package on twen- 
beth century American pambng coordinated with the .study of 
poetry and drama To facilitate de\elopnig a curriculum pack- 
age that Contributes to existinj? liifrh ^chnol tt-xt material, sev- 
eral field surveys were Conducted Investigation indicated a 
dearth of text m.i^enal on art hcnl,ige designed for use in 
secondary education 

Interdisciplinary application of the text units x'.as a primary 
consideration m designing the Ciirricuhun sepnieiit of this dis- 
sertation The units can be utilized in American literature 
courses and social studies offerings in American history and 
government classes as well as humamties. art history, and 
studio art Courses There is potr-ntial use for the t'^xt units m 
all secondary education courses where an American contribu- 
tion to the ar^s is applicable to the studv program 



The greatest difficulty »n developing the curriculum in- 
▼olVed coordinating excerpts from literature with both the 
themt and decac'a o* 3a i\ unit. It is reccmr cnc\d that either 
a thematic or chronological appioach be used Combining art 
with poetry and drama provides the upportututy fur secondary 
■tud«nts to become aware of the relationbhip between thea« 
artistic expressions Utilizing muie than three art forms is 
not recommended Three elements allow for comparibOn and 
contrast without confusion. 

While researching American contributions to the atts, it 
became apparent that a wealth of material for potential cur- 
riculum development exists in th^^ area of American cultural 
heritage Addiciun^il curricuUmi de\ t«l()pmei\t m tne ,u ts dp- 
signed for secondary education is essential if hi^jh bchool stu- 
dents are to be knowledgeable about, and aesthetically aware of, 
their Cultural heritage 



Chapter IV is an argument on the administrative soundness 
of an Appalachian curriculum It ts directed at public school 
administrators, who ultimately maintain the power for cur* 
ricular changes 

Char 'er V Is a series of transcripts of eleven syn^ hronited 
sound/skiide units that provide conc<*Ks in Appalachian culture 
Because of the limitation of University Microfilms only the 
transcripts are provided, although portions of the units are on 
file at Union Graduate School 

The Appendix contain:^ a running bummary of the research- 
er's various reactions to the formal structures of the doctoral 
procesb This account is included because of the emphasis 
upon affective learning throughout the dissertation. It was ap- 
propriate, therefore, to include the writer's own affective 
process as the culmination ol the experience. 



A WORKING MODEL FOR A COURSK IN APPALACHIAN 
LITERATURE FOR STUDt:NTS IN HIGH SCHOOL OR THE 
FIRST TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE Order No 7814879 

PLUMLEY, William Crawford, Ph D Union Graduate School, 
1977. 518pp 

The unwavering point anH ihe tons stent development of 
thesis throughoii* this study i,^ that Uie priorities of formal 
education, like the priorities of livin^j, belong to the pt ople who 
are affected by the p'-ocesbes Ihcie is .imple research to prove 
the effectiveness of affective learning, but there is t ven more 
evidence of the common sense of It All minority cultures in 
American e'lvicatlon are relegated to peripheral study in cur- 
ricula if examined at all, in favor of what Frederick Jackson 
Turner calls "New England Writ Large" values. Typically, 
minor cultures are treated as "under cultures" and by process 
of definition are rendered inferior 

When educational process does not reflect life and when It 
Idealises someone else's values and priorities (which often 
are themselves myths), the result is estrangement irom the 
roots oi one's own existence, including language and values 
The point of this dissertation Is, therefore, to provide a model 
by which one cultural group, th« Southern Appalachians, may 
use formal education In order to find greater harmony for 
•xistence in their own culture 

The dlsiertation is divided Into fire chapters- (1) a per- 
sonal pedago^, and a condensation of a lear ang model devel* 
oped by Billy Best at the University of Massachusetts, (2) an 
extensive examination of the historical, anthropoio^cai and 
sociological arguments about the culture, (3) an assembling 
of primary material (discursive as well as imaginative) as a 
basal ttxt in Appalachian literature, (4) an argument on the 
administrative soundness of ethnic studies, (5) a series of 
transcripts for eleven synchronized sound/blide units by which 
basic concepts in Appalachian culture m^y be learned, and an 
appendix, containing the summary of Ihe researcher's own 
learning experience during the process of researchin^r and 
writing the dissertation 

Chapter I is divided mto three parts, including a narrative 
on the researcher's own alienation from his root<* as a result 
of formal education, and a condenvSation of the affective learn- 
ing model for an Appalachian curriculum, developed by Bill 
Best. These two sections set the dir*^ction for the rest of the 
research and development A third section provides ;m outline 
for a course of study in Appalnchi.in literature 

Chapter U ts divided into two parts, including a .section on 
scholarly arguments re^rdin^ Appalachian ethnicity .*jid one 
on how the ethnicity is identified m the imaginative literature 
from the region The second seUlon also mcludps the identifi- 
cation of some early writings from th*' ^^iphteenth cvntury. 

Chapter III is the assembling of materials, including po«»try, 
fiction, prose essay, and folk history that cover two hundred 
years of writing Only the period intro<luctlons written by this 
researcher are included in this manuscript t>ecau«^e of copy- 
right laws The Chapter, however, hns been published as a 
^ * , called Things Appalac h ian , and is available from the 
( ¥/^"f Virginia Deparlme II rJ Education 



CHILDREN'S RESPONSE TO METAPHOR IN POETRY 

Order No. 7813447 

REDMOND, Sister Ann, Ph D University of MmnesoU, 1978, 
152pp. 

This study attempted to discover if there were differences m 
the understanding of poetry, differences in open-ended re- 
sponses to poetry and differences m attitude toward poetry of 
students who were taught poetry compared with students who 
were not taught poetry. 

The 8ubjv.cts lOr the research were ? i;.th ^rade students 
from two classes in a Catholic elementary school in St. Paul, 
Minnesota Students were randomly assigned to the experimen- 
tal group and the control group with eightren students m each 
f roup. 

The evaluation of students' understanding of poetry was as- 
8«aa«d by the administration of a published instrument, "A Look 
at Literature,** To assess the response of students to poetry 
ten poems were read to them, and alter each poem students 
wer« asked to respond to the question, "What are you thinking?' 
Four experienced language arts teachers, in addition to t-he in- 
vestigator evaluated students' responses to the poems and cate- 
gorized them according d type Students' responses to each 
poem were divided into T-units by the investigator. Categories 
used were Irrelevant, Translation, Extension and Awareness 
Because few Awareness type responses were found this category 
was excluded from the analysis of the data. To assess the gen- 
eral attitudes of students toward poetry an instrument consisting 
of five questions concerning a liking or disliking for poetry was 
administered to students in both groups To deteimine reac- 
tions of students to specific poems, five poems were read to 
the students who were asked to respond to several questions 
after the reading of each of the poems 

There were no differences in understanding of poetry by 
subjects in the experimental group con^pared with subjects in 
the control group as measured by an objective instrument, 
••A Look at Literature," The method of eliciting students* re- 
sponses to each of the ten poems read to them gave evidence of 
differences between subjects in the experimental group com- 
pared with subjects in the control group A correlation study of 
the Interrelationship among raters revealed that they were nei- 
ther in agreement in their evaluation of student responses nor m 
their categorization of responses The scoring of each rater 
was then examined individually because of the inconsistencies 
among raters A correlation study of the four response vari- 
ables: Whole, Total, Translation, and Extension was don« to de- 
termine if four different aspects of response to poetry were ac- 
tually being tested The findings gave sufficient evidence to 
conclude that different aspects of response to poetry w«re being 
assessed The ten poems were ranked according to total num- 
ber of rcvsponses made by students to determine if there were 
specific poems to which students responded more than to others. 

Summation of the findings suggests that the teaching of po- 
et4y to sixth grade students does influence their ability to re- 
spond to poetry read to them The subjects who had studied po- 
etry did not develop negative attitudes toward poetry because of 
their study 



Th« lack oC agreement among the laterF oC the students* re* 
spoOftes n^ay retlect the Uck of experience that many teachers 
hav« with poetry along with the mdefuute pobition literature oc- 
cupi«s m the elementary school curriculum. Teachers need 
fr«ater understanding of poetry and ith b|>ecial use of lai\guage 
such M various forms of metaphor. Assistance in clarifying 
foaU m the teachmg of a total literature program is necessary 



A DETERMINATION OF SELECTED PRIMARY PUPILS* 
BOOK HANDLING SKILLS AND ABILITY TO TELI. A 
SEQUENTUL STORY USING PICTURES IN STORYBOOK 
FORM Order No. 7814960 

ROY, PeKKY Anderson, Ph.D University of GfHirgla, 1978 

l7Spp. Supervisur Ir.i K '\ u'"n 

One hundred forty-one kinder^rten, first and secruid ^nide 
children's book handling skills were examined to determine 
how these skills relaieil to their storytelIinv» abihty and knowl- 
edge of book format separately and in cotnhinalion AH lela- 
tlonshlps from these combinations were found to be positively 
correlated to a small degrt'e. Storytelling ability and kiiowl« 
edjje of book format weii* highly relatt'd The relationships of 
the predictors of a*;e, sex, Konoecorornic level, and iiiteili- 
genoe with stor>1ellinji ability, kiiowltfilge of book foimal. and 
book h^dlinjj skills were alsu examined Only age and intelli- 
gence were found to be sij^ntficant preciirtf>ts with one e.tcep' 
tion. Socioeconomic level w-ts a rontrihulin^ factor in stt^ry- 
telltAf ability. 

Storytelling abihly m storybook foin^ wjs rompared with 
storytelling atnlity in a fuldoul book px^xis'n^ all pictuies No 
significant difference was found in children's slurylellmg ability 
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'&he null hypothesteft foe tat* study proposed thit there would bo 
no significant difference between the two groups in each s«t o( 
measures, whereas, the research hypotheses predicted a find- 
ing of significance for each set In favor of the i t.au group. 
The data were collected und«r controlled conditions and sna* 
lyzed througii the utilization of a t-test for intergroup com* 
part son 

The findings indicated that the hypotheses wer* confirmed 
In all sets except word recognition. leading interest, and read- 
»nj( rat<» One (onclusion irom these results was ihat i.t.a, 
taught children had some nieasurab'e adv.uuages at th# pri- 
mary level but that these advantages were not significant at 
the fourth grade level Another conclusion, based upon pos- 
sible significance for variables related to reading rate and 
reading interest at a n.ore mature stage of reading inatruc- 
tion, uas that evUuative models should be developed which 
would expand the number of variables selected for study. 
Based upon the latter conclusion, It was recommended that 
this expansion should include variables, drawn from the Bui- 
nan Model, such as interest, amount, concentration, impM^t, 
reading ^yle, selection, ;malyses, surroundings, physical and 
mental fatigue .uid recall. A third conclusion indicated that 
there was a need to make an investigation as to what was ac« 
turUly being taught to children in the initial stages of reading 
instruction. 

in summary, based upon the conclusions drawn from the 
study, u V as recommended that (1) there should be more re- 
search devoted to the clarification of success in reading at the 
initial stages of instruction and success at the more mature 
stagta, (2) more research snould be devoted to the critical 
components of each approach to reading from a long-laitinf 
perapective, (3) more attention should be directed towmrd the 
adequacies and inadequacies of all initial entry approaches to 
reading, (4) additional researc>\ should be conducted recvdlnC 
the loss of reading advantages for i.t.a. taught children after 
the third grade, (5) further research should be conducted re» 
gardlng a possible relationship between selected varlaMea al 
the initial stage of reading instruction and Success, or fAllure. 
at a more mature stage of mstruotloo, and (6) there should be 
leae research comparing one method or medium to another 
with more reaearch emphasis bcmg devoted to a defUdtion ol 
reading aod the components of a reading program whieh would 
Insure success, however measured, al the more mature etagea 
of inetruction. 
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The review of research in the field of reading Indicated 
that there were substantial discrepancies related to (1) an ac- 
ceptable, or global, a^flnition of reading. (2) the limitations 
of evaluative models to measure reading success from a long- 
range perspective, and (3) the need to evaluate reading from 
a base which would portray long-lasting deficiencies in instruc- 
tion, rather than short-term successes in instracijon. 

The design for this study was based upon the atx)ve findings 
with specific empnasis upon the development of an appropriate 
evaluative model to measure long- lasting effects in readmg 
rather than skills related to sounds, comprehension, and word 
recognition The Reading Effects Model as desii^ned for this 
purpose, pursued this need through an investigation of specific 
variables which were selected based on possible significance 
for reading success at the more mature stages of mstruction. 
These variables-- rate of reading, interest for readinK. s^jund 
discrimination, word recognition, and auditory atlendmg-- 
were utilised baspd upon the claims of proponents for the Ini- 
tial Teaching Alph.ibet ^ t a.) who speciftf-tl superior lonR- 
lasting effects in thps«» skills for children t.uijchl through i t.a 
Instruction. 

A comparative population was selected from children who 
received their initial reading instruction m either i t a or 
Traditional Orthngraohy (T.O ) with equating of the two groups 
based on social, economic, and achievement factors as re- 
lated to Title r elistibility A randon^ sample o^as taken from 
each group for each set of measures. In these sets of equal 
Ns, there were 110 «wibjects drawn from the first grade popu- 
lation consisting of 286 students, a sample of llO subjects 
Q ^ from a second grade population of 308 students, and 90 
sets drawn from a fourth grade population of 374 »4tudents 
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This five week experimental study was designed to measure 
fifth grader's verbal responses to selected illustrations in pic- 
ture books before and after a guided study of three styles of art 
used to illubtrate fairy tales The purposes of this study were 
to develop an instrument measuring children's verbal responses 
to illustrations in children's books and to ascertain whether 
style study uoulj influence children's us i^e of stylistic, tjnio- 
tional, and evaluative terms when discussing representational, 
expressionistic, and cartoon styles of art 

Sixty fifth graders were randomly selected from six elemen- 
tary schools in three school districts in Western Michigan and 
randomW assigned to one of three treatment or one of three 
control groups Children were pre-tested during the f.rsl week 
of the study and post -tested during the fifth week During the 
individual interview sessions children respond**d to general and 
specific questions regarding three picture pairs from each of 
two fairy tales that were iUu*,t rated in the target styles of art. 
The testing instrument used in this study was designed by this 
investigator to measure children's Verbal ExpresMon Content 
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Scortt when responding orally to the target styles of art. Inter- 
r4t#r reUabiUty (or the instrument was .976 And inter- rater re- 
UabilUy ranged (rom .790 to 995 (nr the eight subsections of the 
instrument. 

For three consecutive weeks this investigator met with the 
treAiment groups (or one two-hour style study session where the 
children discussed and evaluated ten picture books which were 
illustrmted in the target styles o( art Thi^ children also drew 
In the style o( art under study during each session 

Th« major (indings that emerged from the study were as fol- 
lows: Group instruction did influence children's responses lo 
art. S(gni(ic»j\t diKereaces between groups at the .01 level with 
s t-vslue o( 9.84 were noted; the treatment group responded 
with a higher amount of Total Verbal Expression Content Gain 
Scorts. The control group had a loss o( points between testing 
whilt the treatment group did not. Significant di(ferences with 
a t-Tftlue o( 1.962 at the .01 level were (ound between girls and 
boys In the treatment group with the boys responding with 9 
hifhsr amount o( gain scores 

SifDilicant differences at the .01 level with a t-value o( 
17.431 were found between groups when responding to art styles 
usinff stylistic terms with the treatment group responding with 
hifhsr gain scores. A.t the .05 level with a t*value o( .673 there 
were no signidcant differences in the emotional characteristics 
us«d when rtspondmg to art styles (or the two groups. Both 
groups suffered loss in points when discussing art styles in 
tvmhiAtive terms. Ths control group had a lower negative gain 
scors and ths differences between groups were noted at the .01 
IsifSl with a t-vmlut of 8. At the .01 level, the dJ(erences be- 
tw*Sfi groups in ths amount ol stylistic terms used to describe 
art styles were not found to be significant with V values of 
1.M9, 2.415, and 0.758 for representational, cartoon, and ex- 
prsssionistic styles, respectively. 

Significant differences at the 01 level with X values of 
14.773 and 22. 133 were noted with both groups rejection expres- 
siomstic style of art over cartoon and representational styles, 
r»8psctively. Significant differences at the 01 level with X 
values of 56.00 and 49.33 were noted with both groups preferring 
rsprssentational style of art over cartoon and expressionistic 
styles, respectively. 

When describing illustrations the children had a tendency to 
give titles to pictures raiher than offer style names and to dis- 
cuss objects and subjects rather than .stylistic characteristics 
The verbal r sponses of the treatment group increased in length 
but not in th« level of sophistication. 



o 





Copies of the dissertations may be obtained by addressing 
your request to: 



University Microfilms International 

300 North Zeeb Road 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 

or by telephoning (toll-free) 1-800-521-3042 



ERLC 



13 



